
The Community Art Studio 2015

 
One of the many exciting hallmarks of 2015 is the well-deserved recognition that all of us involved 
with Earthbound Productions have successfully managed the expense, responsibility, and liability of 
maintaining a centralized and free Community Art Studio without incident for 20 years! It is absolutely 
amazing when I reflect upon it. And for all who have crewed the studios throughout these many years, 
please take good note - this is no small accomplishment and something to be very proud of!
 
And now the transition.
 
This year, instead of focusing on maintaining a central art studio, we will be directing our efforts 
toward encouraging people to envision and manage their own satellite art studios - whether it be at their
homes, work and school locations, or a warehouse downtown. This localizing of the spirit of 
collaborative creativity is truly an exciting format and I am looking forward to seeing the many 
outcomes of its development.
 
The absence of a central community art studio, however, does not mean we are now relieved of all 
that is required of us.
 
First and foremost, it is still incumbent upon all of us to ensure that the Procession's invitation - to 
joyously celebrate our place in this miracle of the natural world - remains as safe and welcoming as it is
heartfelt and encouraging. So stay tuned-in at procession.org to learn how you can join in to help make 
joy happen.
 
Secondly, as a non-profit organization, we are still saturated with the production expenses and 
requirements that necessarily accompany any endeavor that is as large and multifaceted as the 
Procession of the Species Celebration (such as: licenses, storage/office rentals, insurance, non-profit 
status, tax reports, administration, registrations, liabilities, website maintenance, promotion, education, 
events, messaging, fundraising, staging logistics etc.). As such, we will still be keeping our visible 
community presence with calls for production crews, fundraisers and other community events. 
 
Thirdly, what is the future of a large, centralized and free community art studio as we have been 
blessed to know it since 1995? At this juncture, it is a concept that necessarily needs to take a hiatus for
the next couple years so that the true costs of producing such a studio can be fully evaluated, and the 
required funding fully realized. In the meantime, we need to remain in watchful review of how the 
community's artistic expression is progressing without the availability of a subsidized core facility. My 
belief is that we have provided a marvelous inspiration of creativity, imagination and sharing for 20 
years and that the development of Procession art in our community will be as delightful as ever.
 
So what should we expect this year? Depending upon the depth of our crew of volunteers, we certainly 
have the opportunity to facilitate some specialty workshops such luminary or music and dance. And of 
course, we can all look forward to a Procession of the Species Celebration weekend unfolding in the 
same spirit of joy and beauty as it has for 20 years - with hundreds of people attending and 
participating in the Luminary Procession on Friday, April 24, 9:30 PM and a throng of thousands at the 
Procession of the Species on Saturday, April 25, 4:30 PM.
 
Once again, congratulations to all of us for giving the natural world a greater presence in our streets by 



fostering a cultural exchange where life on earth matters.
-E
 
 
Eli Sterling
Earthbound Productions
Procession of the Species Celebration
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